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Pelotonia Saw a Clear Partner in Kenyon
DAVID MCCABE
One day in late July, three men
from the charity bike ride Pelotonia
drove into Gambier on a quiet reconnaissance mission. They were there
because Tom Lennox had a problem.
Lennox, a cancer survivor, founded Pelotonia in 2008 and serves as
its executive director. Because of full
corporate underwriting, all proceeds
go directly to research at the Ohio
State University’s James Cancer Hospital and Solove Research Institute.
The event has raised just under $25
million since 2008.
Still, Lennox felt that after three
years, his ride was in need of a new
destination. Since its inception, close
to 5,000 riders had cycled south from
Columbus to the Athens campus of
Ohio University.
But there was only one route to
Athens, meaning organizers could
not offer participants different paths
with varying levels of difficulty. Lennox found himself looking for a different college partner and settled on
Kenyon as a first choice. In Kenyon,
he saw a destination that allowed
him to offer his charity’s supporters
the best selection of rides possible,
while ending the ride in a setting that
was “aspirational.”
Lennox often uses that description, “aspirational,” but he will freely
admit it’s not a word. It is a concept
he learned while leading corporate
communications at the Ohio-based
Abercrombie & Fitch. “I think it

would suggest something that we all
want to aspire to be, have or be a part
of. When I suggest that Pelotonia is
an aspirational experience, it’s something we think involves leaders,” he
said. “Kenyon is an aspirational environment. It has a rigorous academic
environment. They create a very positive environment for you to learn.
People want to go to Kenyon because
it’s beautiful.”
Lennox used Denny Griffith,
president of the Columbus College
of Art and Design, to reach out to
Kenyon President S. Georgia Nugent.
“He said, ‘The people at Pelotonia are interested in talking with
you, can I set up a call with them,’”
Nugent said. She agreed and soon
invited Pelotonia representatives to
campus for a meeting.
Before he met with Nugent, Lennox set out to convince the chair of
his board of directors, Daniel Rosenthal, and Dr. Michael Caliguiri,
CEO of the James Cancer Hospital
and director of the OSU Comprehensive Cancer Center, that Kenyon
was the right choice. They made the
trip about a week before the Pelotonia representatives were scheduled to
meet with Nugent and other administrators.
This moment, Lennox said, was
pivotal in the decision to bring Pelotonia to Kenyon’s campus. The idea
of a ride that began at the headquar-

SARAH LEHR

COURTESY OF PELOTONIA

Bikers on the former Columbus-to-Athens route during Pelotonia 2011.

ters of Chemical Abstracts in Columbus, rolled past the picturesque
fields that stretch across Knox County and ended with a triumphant entrance into Gambier transitioned
from a personal dream to a potential

The Lords football
team welcomed a new
head football coach, Chris
Monfiletto — known to
his players as Coach Mono
— last week. A former offensive coordinator for
Lycoming College, Monfiletto is confident in the
Lords’ capabilities.
Monfiletto is well
aware of the obstacles the
Kenyon football team has

faced in previous years,
but he has high expectations for this upcoming
season. “Kenyon has all
the resources in place to
really succeed,” he said.
He expects the team to
rise to its full potential
by next season. Monfiletto was impressed that so
many students at Kenyon
are invested in sports, and
he looks forward to shaping a team “students can
be proud of ” in the com-

see RACE, page 2

Matt Kish considered his exploration of Captain Ahab’s final
sea voyage the last great test of his
artistic abilities, an all or nothing
personal challenge that would
determine whether he would
ever draw again. It took him 543
days to produce 552 illustrations,
one for each page of the Signet
Classics Edition of Moby Dick:
Or, The Whale.
The collection of Kish’s art
was published as Moby-Dick in
Pictures: One Drawing for Every
Page last October, and his original art premiered at a show in the
Basil Howard Gallery in Portland, Ore. last November. Kish,

a 42-year-old employee of the
Dayton Metro library system,
has never had formal art training
or created art professionally, but
now he finds himself drawing
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AUGUST STEIGMEYER

ing years.
Monfiletto stressed the
need for new recruits and
explained that the coaching staff and the admissions office are currently
seeking more applicants.
Based on what Monfiletto
has seen so far, he is optimistic about future recruits.
The new coach wants
the team to move forward
see COACH, page 11

reality.
When participants make that entrance in August, it will be the most
visible sign of a partnership officials

Last minute safety concerns prompted
the College to cancel the Kenyon-Honduras
Archaeology and Anthropology Program
scheduled for this semester. In the past, the
program has offered undergraduates the opportunity to research archaeology or cultural
anthropology in the rural towns of Petoa and
Pueblo-Nuevo, Honduras.
The College’s decision came on the heels
of the Peace Corps’ withdrawal from the
country.
“If the Peace Corps said it was unsafe, I
was not about to send students and faculty to
Honduras,” Provost Nayef Samhat said. “... I
know how much it means to both students
and faculty and to the people of the community [in Honduras] where they work. I have
great sympathy for the impact it has had on
the lives of many. It’s extremely unfortunate.
Professionally, we did the right thing given
the risks.”
Samhat consulted with President S. Georgia Nugent on the issue in late December.
“If everyone is trying to evacuate a country at the same time it can be a very dangerous situation, and we just didn’t want
to put our students at risk,” Nugent said.
“It was a very difficult decision because we
knew it was important to students, to that
faculty couple because this has been their
life’s work, but we just thought that it was

Artist Re-Imagines a Classic

New Coach Optimistic for
Upcoming Football Season
REBECCA DANN

Honduras
Study Abroad
Trip Canceled

offers for gallery shows and illustration jobs. Kish will present
his art and talk about the project
see MOBY, page 2
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Two Drink Minimum
returns after a dormant fall semester.

Ladies Swimming
and Diving kicks off
the season right.

Life on the hill as it happens: www.thekenyonthrill.com
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Moby: Artist Explores Novel in 552 Illustrations

continued from page 1

at a Kenyon Review event today.
The Collegian spoke with Kish
about his voyage of personal visions and interpretation.
The interview below has been
edited for clarity and space.
What was the genesis of this
project?
I’ve been drawing for my
whole life, ever since I was very
young. The last art class I took
was in 1987 as a freshman in
community college. When
I turned 40, I started asking
myself some questions about
art: the amount of time, the
amount of creativity that I was
pouring into it, and I really
didn’t like the answers. It had
gotten to a point where I felt
like maybe it was time for me
to stop drawing for good. But
something wouldn’t let me do
that. I felt I didn’t want to do
that.
I was familiar with Zak
Smith’s project Gravity’s Rainbow; he had done an illustration for every page in that book.
That had always stuck in my
mind because his art is absolutely incredible and the ambition
involved in doing something
like that is just immense. So as
I was contemplating quitting
art forever and being unable to
come to terms with that decision, I decided that I thought
it would be best to give myself
one last gargantuan, ambitious
challenge so I could really test
myself and really see if art has a
role and a place in my life.
The choice of using Moby
Dick was really easy for me be-

cause it is a book that I had read
eight times. It is a book that has
always occupied a central place
in my life, and it was something
I had always seen in a visual way
as I read it. I decided this was
going to be my last challenge
and if it goes well, I’ll continue
drawing.
What kind of reception did
you get at the gallery events?
For someone who’s never
had a gallery show before, having two in a 12-month period
is certainly a new experience.
The reception has really been
good. People have been genuinely kind and really supportive, really interested. I think the
familiarity worked in my favor
because everybody’s aware of
Moby Dick. It’s a touchstone for
everyone. It was really easy for
me to cross so many boundaries with this project, because so
many people have already experienced it in some way.
How did you select the sentences and passages you illustrated?
I would read a chapter or
two ahead, then on each day,
when it came time to begin
work on an illustration, I would
read and re-read and re-read the
page that was to be illustrated
that day until something in
the text provoked a visual or
personal response. At the end
of the book, it became difficult
for me to narrow it down to
one particular sentence or one
particular passage. So I kind of
narrowed it down to whatever
provoked the most powerful
personal response in me. This
kind of sounds egotistical, but

Kish’s impression of a line from page 131 of Moby Dick, in ink on found paper.
the illustrations are as much
about myself as they are about
the novel.
Did you keep yourself on a
strict schedule during this
process?
When I started, my plan was
to do one illustration per page,
per day and proceed in page
order. It was very important to
me to see this art evolve over
the course of the story, the same
way the narrative evolves over
the course of the pages. Unfortunately, that had to become
rather elastic. The overwhelming amount of work really was
completed in that way. There
were a few days, though, where

I did have to travel so I would
not create any art at all that day.
Near the end I became obsessed
with finishing, so I would often
work ahead on the weekends to
do two or three illustrations —
not to hurry it, but to exploit
the timeline I had.
How did you choose the style
for each page? How did it develop as the book and project
progressed?
Really, the style was largely
determined by the tone of the
content of whatever I was illustrating at the time, and very
personal preference, what I
wanted to do that day. I was
very egotistical in that I always

did what I wanted. I never
considered what others might
prefer in terms of the style. I
thought that really mirrored
the novel itself, which is a really
bizarre patchwork of narrative
styles and themes and ideas.
Why did you choose to create
your illustration on “found
paper” (old repair manuals,
etc.)?
I became interested in
found paper many years ago
when I was in graduate school
and I was working at a used
bookstore and I was just fascinated by the way information
was presented on these pages,
visually. These days so much

COURTESY OF MATT KISH

is digitally produced. What I
wanted to do was reconnect
with that idea that this is something that exists physically, and
this is something that’s connected to the tradition of bookmaking, the tradition of print.
It had to be very analog.
What is your next project?
Now that I can completely
put this year behind me, I actually think I will do something
similar for Joseph Conrad’s
Heart of Darkness because it’s
something I want to do. There’s
no specific reason for it. It’s another book I’ve always seen as
I’ve read it, and I’d like to be
able to truly, physically see it.

Race: Kenyon and Pelotonia Team Up to Fight Cancer
continued from page 1

say will improve the Pelotonia
experience and give Kenyon
more prominence and visibility in central Ohio.
As Lennox took Caliguiri
and Rosenthal around the
campus, they quickly warmed
up to the proposed route
change.
For Caliguiri, who commuted to SUNY-Buffalo as an
undergraduate because, as one
of 10 children, it was the only
way he could afford to go to
college, it called to mind a simple question: “Why couldn’t I
have gone to college there?” He
was attracted, he said, to “the
whole feel of the place.”
During the visit, Caliguiri
thought of one of his former
graduate students, who had
graduated from Kenyon and
now works at Nationwide
Children’s Hospital. “I took
a picture of a sign that has the
beautiful emblem of Kenyon
College and texted him and
said ‘You’ll never believe where
I am,’” he said.
He got a text back, inquiring why he was at his former

student’s alma mater. He responded cryptically, unable to
reveal the charity’s plans. The
public announcement was far
away, but it was clear as day to
the three men: Pelotonia wanted its ride to end at Kenyon.
“These guys left with a
shine in their eye,” Lennox
said.
A week later, Lennox, Caliguiri and two board members
returned to Kenyon, this time
to make their official pitch to
Kenyon administrators. Over
lunch in Cromwell Cottage
with Nugent, Bob Brown
(who is involved with biking
on campus) and Director of
Development Sarah Kahrl,
they laid out their vision for
the partnership.
“We really just went up
there prepared but not rehearsed,” Lennox said, recalling that day and the most basic,
and arguably most powerful,
element of their pitch: “I told
them why these people ride.”
Pelotonia is, after all, a
charity event first and an athletic event second. “We’re not
appealing to the cycling community, we’re appealing to the

cancer community. Unfortunately, that is our advantage,”
Lennox said. Whenever he
speaks at events, he said, he can
find people who have been affected by cancer.
Kenyon representatives at
the meeting liked the idea of
partnering with the charity.
Nugent, who travels frequently, recalled that the Columbus
airport was covered with Pelotonia banners during the summer. “So the first time I talked
to them, I said, ‘When I go into
the airport, I want it to say Kenyon and Pelotonia,’” Nugent
said. As Kenyon administrators saw it, this partnership
was a way to raise money for
vital research while raising Kenyon’s profile.
Pelotonia
organizers
agreed. “A lot of people in Columbus don’t realize what a
treasure Kenyon is,” Lennox
said, “We hoped that we too
could deliver value by communicating to our constituents
what a great place Kenyon is.”
At this lunch, the Kenyon
administrators also broached
the subject of partnering with
OSU to offer summer in-

ternships to Kenyon students
studying biology. Caliguiri immediately saw this proposal as
a win-win situation for the two
institutions. “What we want
to do is to make sure that we
provide great opportunity for
Kenyon students and, selfishly,
we want to see if we can attract
them do our grad school,” he
said.
There was one concern
voiced during the meeting: the
dates Pelotonia was proposing for the ride would conflict
with the arrival of students.
This problem was not insignificant, since Pelotonia intends
to use Kenyon dorms to house
riders. Sending almost 5,000
riders into the path of incoming upperclass students seemed
like a perfect storm. If those
dates were set in stone, Nugent
said, then Kenyon could not
host the ride.
Pelotonia changed their
dates. Nugent said she was
shocked by their willingness
to make the change and how
quickly they were able to do it.
With this obstacle out of
the way, Kenyon and Pelotonia
worked to iron out the details,

with Chief Business Officer
Mark Kohlman leading the
College’s negotiation with the
charity. Through phone calls
and emails, they established
how facilities would be used
and who would pay for what
during the event.
Then, in the first week of
October, Provost Nayef Samhat, along with Kohlman,
Kharl and Graduate School
Advisor Maureen Tobin travelled to OSU to speak with administrators and faculty members there about the internship
program.
Those discussions resulted
in a program that will provide a stipend for six Kenyon
students, selected by faculty
members, to do reasearch at
the Ohio State Medical Center that will, according to Dr.
Caliguiri, likely be related to
cancer but could also involve
other biological research.
Later that month, both
parties signed the final agreement.
On Nov. 17, Pelotonia’s
board met in one of the private
dining rooms in Peirce, where
Nugent joined them. For many

board members who were Columbus natives but had never
been to Kenyon, it proved an
awakening experience. Abigail
Wexner, the wife of Limited
Brands founder and Easton
developer Les Wexner, was,
according to Nugent, “blown
away” by her first visit to the
campus.
Then, in early December,
a Pelotonia video crew came
to Gambier and interviewed
Kohlman, Advisor to the President Robin Goodstein and
Patrick Mershon ’14 (who is
the brother of Collegian Editor
Erin Mershon ’12).
Less than a month later,
on Jan. 4, Pelotonia posted the
resulting video to its YouTube
channel with the title “Same
Goal, New Destination.” One
minute and two seconds in,
Lennox says six words that,
if organizers and College administrators are correct, will
forever represent the public
beginning of a long-term partnership that will affect Kenyon
students, central Ohio and
Pelotonia’s riders.
“This year, we’re heading to
Kenyon.”
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Troutman Says Goodbye to Kenyon, Hello to New Opportunities
MADELEINE THOMPSON

After five years of living and
working alongside Kenyon students, Associate Director for
Housing and Residential Life
Matt Troutman has decided to
move on to a bigger city, though
he hopes to return in the future.
“I would love to leave for next
year and work in a bigger city and
then come back like five years
from now and work for the rest
of my life and retire here,” Troutman said. “After living here for
five years, I will be interested in
some more culture and some bigger places within a different institution, but I would love to come
back. I wish I always worked
here, but it’s good to have different experiences.”
Troutman started as Assistant Director in 2007 and had
originally planned to start a new
job this year, but when Assistant
Dean of Students for Housing
and Residential Life Alicia Dugas asked him to be the Interim
Director in April of 2011, he
couldn’t say no.
“I was happy to do so because
I love Kenyon so much,” Trout-

DAVID HOYT

Associate Director for Housing and Residential Life Matt Troutman will leave Kenyon after
five years of involvement on campus.
man said. “I wanted to help my
colleagues where I could. It also
let me develop professionally by
giving me some new and valuable
experiences.” His job as Assistant
Director entailed living in campus housing, managing the staff
of Community Advisors (CAs)
and taking charge of an area of

facilities. “The job is a dynamic
opportunity that is very rewarding,” he said.
Troutman remembers coming to campus to interview for
the position of Assistant Director and being “impressed by the
direction of the Residential Life
program, the quality of the stu-

dents and, of course, the beautiful campus.”
He is enthusiastic about every part of his job but has especially enjoyed working with the
student CAs. Troutman said
in an email that if given the opportunity, he wouldn’t be able to
stop talking about how much he

loves them. “As their supervisor,
I am blessed to be able to work
with them along the way in this
process, which is always cathartic for them as they learn things
they would not otherwise be able
to acquire,” Troutman said.
One of the hardest parts of
his job has been the behind-thescenes administrative processes
that go on more quietly. These
processes are what keep the quality of residential life up to the
same standard as Kenyon’s academic life, and the issues that go
on within this area aren’t always
easily fixed. “It is challenging because these procedural tasks are
very important,” Troutman said,
“but building relationships with
people has to be a priority — so
balancing time to be able to accomplish these can be difficult.”
Troutman reflected on his
years here, remembering the
many major improvements made
to the system during his first year
at Kenyon. Over the last four
years, he has “worked to help
make the residential experience
a learning opportunity as well as
[helping] students feel comfortable in their home away from

home,” Troutman said. “For the
last couple of years I have especially enjoyed working with division housing groups.”
Many CAs have worked with
Troutman during his time here,
and their praise of him comes
easily. “Matt is a really really nice
guy,” said Sara Schiller ’14, a CA
in upper Lewis Hall. “He has
been great to work with, and it’s
going to be really sad to see him
leave.”
The search for Troutman’s
replacement will begin at a job
fair-like event called The Placement Exchange in March. ResLife utilized this fair when hiring last year. “We interviewed 60
or 70 people and then did maybe
10 second interviews, and then of
those 10, we brought maybe four
of them to campus,” Troutman
said. This year’s hiring process
will be similar and include a lot
of input from CAs.
As for the impact he hopes
to leave on the Kenyon community, Troutman said he hopes to
leave behind a legacy of “helping
others to improve the Residential
Life program and the housing
procedures to a world-class level.”

DKEs, Betas Work to Remove Sanctions Abroad: Samhat Calls
As rush begins, fraternities on probation work with the
administration to improve pledging and social policies.
LILI MARTINEZ
Despite their probation
statuses, both the Delta Kappa Epsilon and Beta Theta Pi
fraternities will accept rushees
this spring. The two fraternities are the only Greek organizations currently on probation.
The DKEs have two strikes
on their record, following incidents with hazing in past semesters. They are currently on
deferred suspension.
The Betas, on the other
hand, are on probation after
a pledge was hospitalized last
spring. Administrative officials
determined that while the hospitalization did not occur during a fraternity function, Beta
alumni pressured the pledge to
consume alcohol that led to his
trip to the hospital.
“A statement made by the
hospitalized member attested
that he had been encouraged to
consume alcohol by an alumnus, and indeed felt pressured
to do so,” said Christina Mastrangelo, director of student
activities and Greek life. The
Beta alumni still represent the
fraternity as a whole, Mastrangelo said, because “the [Betas]
are responsible for their alumni
when they come to visit campus. The organization is what
brought those two people together. They were not randomly hanging out and they considered it a family tradition.”
All members of the chapter
are responsible for understanding the terms of their proba-

tion and must act accordingly,
but Beta officers will also be
working closely with members of the General Fraternity
and Kenyon administrative
officials, according to chapter
president Lucas Ivey ’12.
This cooperation has been
successful so far, and lead
members of both the DKEs
and the Betas have participated, according to Mastrangelo.
“The DKEs know what they
need to do in order to maintain good standing with the
College and the Betas are in
the same situation,” she said.
“Ideally, the Betas would like
to be off social probation at the
end of this semester. In order
to be removed from probation,
they know that they need to
not have any social violations,
whether that’s large parties or
small gatherings, or conduct issues, in general.”
The Betas are on a slightly
more lenient social probation this semester after having
worked closely with Mastrangelo in the fall of 2011 in an
attempt to remedy their probation. “They can have small,
registered gatherings; they just
can’t have open, large parties,”
Mastrangelo said.
The DKEs are in a more
precarious situation than the
Betas, as deferred suspension is
the step between probation and
disbanding. The student handbook defines a deferred suspension as “involving students
who have been held responsible
for behavior that warrants sus-

pension, but where mitigating
circumstances and additional
sanctions may allow a student
to remain in the community
while these sanctions are being
completed.”
For the duration of their
sanctioning, through May 31,
2014, further violations by
the DKEs can lead to more
serious disciplinary action. In
such a case, the DKEs would
be suspended from the campus
for five years. Barring further
hazing incidents, however, the
DKEs will continue working with the administration
towards clearing their record.
“[The DKEs] were already on
probation at the time of [the
second] incident for a hazing
incident the previous spring
in 2010,” Mastrangelo said.
“Rather than suspending them
from campus immediately, we
decided to go with more of an
educational approach, which
would allow them to create a
hazing-free pledge process.”
Though some blame the
updated party policy for unwitting party violations, fraternity-related or otherwise,
Mastrangelo emphasized that
the policy’s recent changes
took effect in the spring of
2011. “Realistically, nothing
has changed since the changes
were put into place at the end
of last spring, which people really didn’t have to implement
until this fall. I know that [Associate Dean of Students] Tacci Smith and [Substance Abuse
Educator and Counselor]

Mike Durham are working to
educate the monitors and hosts
and all the people associated
with running parties. I think
there’s this misconception that
every week or two there’s some
sort of change that’s being implemented,” she said.
Mastrangelo said that
above all, she wants to dispel
the assumption that the Student Activities Office is interested in disbanding Greek life
on campus. “Why would we
not want Greek life to be here?
If we didn’t want Greek life to
be here, we wouldn’t have had
it here for over 150 years and
put support systems in place
to assist the community,” she
said.
“The reality is that we want
to support Greek life so it is the
best experience for students,
meaning it provides students
with opportunities for social,
intellectual and leadership development in an environment
that is safe and supportive. I
have this interesting position
where I’m their advocate, but
when there are challenges and
issues in the community I need
to address them. This is my career. I would never have sought
out and accepted a position
working with Greek life if I
wasn’t an advocate for the mission, vision and values it promotes. I am Greek, so I find it
interesting to hear students say
I am ‘out to end Greek Life at
Kenyon.’ Why would I want
to end something I believe in
so firmly and am involved with
myself?”
Additional reporting by Kip
Pesses.

Program “Unsafe”

continued from page 1

not safe to go forward.”
Professor of Anthropology
Patricia Urban, who directs the
program with her husband Professor of Anthropology Edward
Schortman, also expressed regret
for canceling the program. “We
are … sad for the students who
cannot go and for the people in
the small and very peaceful town
where we live, who are left without employment in perilous economic times,” she said.
Once the College made the
decision, Samhat sent an email to
would-be 2012 participants on
Dec. 27. “Although this message
comes late, I want to assure you
that we are working to identify
alternative off-campus programs
that will serve the academic
needs of students, and to ensure
housing and course availability
for those students who will not
be going abroad this spring,” he
wrote.
Marne Ausec, director for
the Center for Global Engagement, worked around the clock
to come up with alternative offcampus options for students.
Those who decided to return
to Kenyon were quickly enrolled
in courses and placed in living
spaces. Both Samhat and Nugent
praised her efforts. “Ausec has
simply done extraordinary work
identifying other programs for
students and dealing with other
issues” Samhat said. “The anthropology department was extremely helpful, as well — Professor [David] Suggs, in particular.”
Hannah Hathaway ’13, who

planned to travel to Honduras,
decided to spend the semester in
Buenos Aires, Argentina when
the program was canceled. “Because it was so late there were
limited options because of program dates and visa issues in
some countries,” Hathaway said.
The program, designed to
run every two years, was similarly canceled in 2010 because of
political unrest. Though the program has been inactive for three
years now, Samhat said he would
encourage a continuation of the
program in the future “under appropriate conditions.”
Ausec, who participated in
the 1988 program as a student,
emphasized the value of the
Honduras experience. “Participants not only get to learn in a
classroom, but they put that
knowledge into place in a very
intense field experience,” she
said. “I would say that living and
learning in the field with Professor Urban and Professor Schortman was an amazing experience
and shaped me as an archaeologist.”
Of the approximately 200
students who have completed
the program since its inception,
many return from Honduras
and complete M.A. or Ph.D.
theses in association with Schortman or Urban, the directors of
the program. “Participants often
present papers on their work at
professional anthropological and
archaeological meetings where,
given their poise and what they
have to say, they are frequently
mistaken for graduate students,”
Schortman said.
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Sustainability Proposal to Save College $12 Million
ZOEY ERDENEBILEG

Kenyon will embark on an estimated $6 million effort to increase its energy
conservation efforts this year. The comprehensive effort will affect the College’s
lighting, water, central steam and heating and air-conditioning systems and
save the College an estimated $12 million over the next 20 years. Ed Neal, the
College’s director of sustainability, presented the proposal to Gambier’s Village
Council on Jan. 9.
Neal, along with Chief Business
Officer Mark Kohlman, has been planning for the energy overhaul since last
year. Their project overview lists six categories wherein the College can increase
efficiency. It includes a comprehensive
lighting program, a water conservation
program, direct digital controls, central
steam plant optimization and sub me-

tering to identify how much energy each
building consumes. The College will
make efforts to modify behavior, including a campus energy policy and a new
dashboard system to monitor energy use
with Facebook and Twitter updates.
Essential to the project is the improvement of existing fixtures and units
such as the current light bulbs and heating and air-conditioning systems. Many
older and more inefficient products will
be replaced with new, energy-saving
ones. For example, the T12 light bulb,
present in most light fixtures on campus,
will disappear in favor of the T8, a futuristic bulb made of higher-grade phosphorous that allows it to use less energy.
Over 11,000 T8 light bulbs will be installed across campus, according to Neal.
The plan also addresses heating and
air-conditioning issues. “Mather, McBride, Caples, Manning and Bushnell

[Halls] have very little control of the air
conditioning and the heat,” Neal said.
“With this project, we’re actually going
to install thermostats that will modulate
the blowers. That’s going to help them a
lot, and it’s going to help us out because
we’ll be more efficient and not blast heat
or overcool the spaces when nobody
needs it, but it’s so hard to control those
units right now. And we find a lot of students temper the space by just opening
the windows. They have a total lack of
control and this will actually give them
some set point on a thermostat.”
The total budget estimate is over $6
million, but “the College ends up not
paying anything for the project because
the project pays for itself out of the reduction of what we would be paying for
utilities,” Neal said. An in-house campus energy performance assessment and
an audit by Ameresco Inc., an energy

service company, determined that the
College would save about 30 percent
annually on the energy budget. This figure indicates that the College could save
roughly $600,000 per year and about
$12 million over the 20-year lifespan of
the project.
In addition to the budget savings,
the program will dramatically shrink
the College’s carbon footprint. It will
reduce carbon dioxide emissions by
10,785 metric tons, the equivalent of
burning 1,209,081 gallons of gasoline,
according to the Energy Performance
Proposal by Ameresco.
“So many of these projects are doing
that, where we’re improving the lighting and we’re reducing the amount that
we’re paying. There are savings there
that no one will have to sacrifice for us
to obtain,” Neal said. “When you look
at this project as a whole, it seems to be

the right thing to do.”
Neal also brought up the project’s
educational component. Dashboards
that display information about each
building’s energy usage will be available online, on computer lab screen
savers and on mobile kiosks. The purpose of the dashboards, Neal said, is
to track the College’s improvements.
“This project won’t be effective unless
we can actually measure the outcome,
and this will give us a means to measure
that outcome, to make sure we’re actually offsetting what we said we were
going to offset,” Neal said. Moreover,
he hopes that through the dashboard
system, students will gain awareness of
their individual carbon footprints.
The College will take 12 to 15
months to complete the project in
parts. The first portion will begin this
February.

Gambier Mayor Looks to Finish Park, Conserve Water
Mayor Emmert plans to improve Gambier’s sidewalks, reduce
water use and move forward on a community park in 2012.
ERIN MERSHON
Gambier Mayor Kirk
Emmert will lead a series
of initiatives in the Village
to improve water loss, sidewalks and the waste-water
system this year. The Village
will also work to complete a
new park near the Community Center.
Water loss was a major issue for the Village in 2011.
The village lost a quarterly
average of 36 percent of its
water last year, compared
with only 22 percent in
2010. The Village detected
and repaired nine leaks over

the course of the year, and
loss fell considerably by the
end of 2011.
“The level of water loss
we experienced this year was
simply unacceptable,” Emmert said in a report to the
Gambier Village Council.
He also said that minimizing loss is his first priority in
2012.
To keep loss low, Emmert
plans to closely monitor the
levels of water usage in the
Village. Should those efforts
fail to detect leaks, the Village will call in outside detectors with more sophisticated equipment.

Emmert’s second priority
for Gambier is to connect
sidewalks. There are plans to
build a sidewalk on Acland
St. from Brooklyn St. to
Wiggin St. and to build another on Brooklyn St. from
the fire station to E. Woodside St., though the Village
may not have funds to complete both projects.
Construction will also
continue this year on Gambier’s Community Center
Park. The project began last
year with the paving of a
trail, landscaping and the
installation of signs and a
crosswalk. The Village also

Village Record

Jan. 15, 11:07 p.m. — Illegal explosives: fireworks set off on sidewalk in
front of Acland Apartments. No damage.
Jan. 16, 2:54 a.m. —Medical illness: student complaining of bleeding throat
from a previous surgery. Transported to Knox Community Hospital
(KCH) for care.
Jan. 18, 12:36 a.m. — Medical illness: intoxicated student in McBride Residence Hall. Assessed and treated by Safety officers.
Jan. 19, 12:58 a.m. — Medical illness: intoxicated student in Lewis Residence Hall. Assessed and treated by Safety officers.
Jan. 19, 8:37 a.m. — Vandalism: unknown individual(s) in Hanna Residence Hall sprayed shaving cream on walls and doors of building.
Jan. 19, 1:16 p.m. — Vehicle accident: accident with two passengers on public property. No serious injury.
Jan. 20, 4:20 p.m. — Theft/larceny: student reported a stolen iPod Touch
from his coat in Peirce Hall.
Jan. 21, 2:20 a.m. — Medical illness: intoxicated student in Peirce Hall. Assessed by Safety officer and transported to KCH for treatment.
Jan. 21, 2:07 p.m. — Medical injury: student injured ankle in Manning lot.
Transported to KCH by Safety officers for treatment.
Jan. 21, 10:44 p.m. — Vandalism: student’s room in Hanna Residence Hall
vandalized by unknown person(s). Safety officers contacted. Under investigation.
Jan. 22, 12:15 a.m. — Medical illness: intoxicated student in Lewis Residence Hall. Assessed and treated by Safety officers.
Jan. 22, 2:02 a.m. — Medical illness: intoxicated student in Mather Residence Hall. Assessed and treated by Safety officers.
Jan. 22, 2:19 a.m. —Illegal substance: student(s) witnessed smoking marijuana. Drug and paraphernalia confiscated. Safety officers contacted.
Jan. 22, 3:32 a.m. — Medical illness: intoxicated student in Morgan Apartment. Assessed by Safety officers and transported to KCH.
Jan. 23, 10:29 a.m. — Vandalism: report of tires on College van being damaged by vandalism in Palme lot.

paved two paths from the
trail, first to the entrance of
the dog park and second to
the Meadow Lane entrance
to the Community Center.
Though the Village had
planned to pave a parking
lot for the park last fall,
it will not do so until this
spring.
“We found out we needed to do a study of [the water
loss], and by that time it was
too late to get started before winter,” Emmert said.
“Maybe it’s going to be better because we’ve waited. We
have some new ideas about
what we can do.”
This summer, the Village will eliminate one of its
three baseball fields to make

room for a regulation-size
soccer field. The Village also
hopes to relocate the children’s playground and purchase new equipment, and
the Parks Committee is developing a campaign for donations to that end.
Emmert said he is optimistic that 2012 will match
2011’s success for Gambier.
The Village’s finances are in
good shape, especially since
the weather this winter has
required less salt and plowing. Despite the recession,
the Village was able to grant
its employees a 3 percent
raise in 2011, and the Village did not have to reduce
spending significantly due
to insufficient funds.

Emmert is most proud of
the efforts of the Woodside
Project, which combined repaving, altering storm water
diversion and installing a
new sidewalk between Allan
Drive and Brooklyn St. on
E. Woodside Rd. Residents
said the work made the road
safer, cleaner and more visually appealing, according to
Emmert’s report to the Village Council.
“It was a fairly big project for us, and I think it
came out very well,” Emmert said. “It was something
that needed to be done, and
it came out about as well as
it could. Most of the people
who live around the road are
very pleased with it.”

Construction Update

DAVID HOYT

Studio Art Building
Work on the Horvitz Center for the Visual Arts is progressing on schedule, according to Director
of Facilities Planning Tom Lepley. Workers have installed the roof, all windows and temporary heating so that interior construction can continue during the winter. All mechanical systems are in place,
and furniture and equipment are scheduled to be moved in during June 2012. If construction moves
forward as planned, the building should be open for professors in July.
North Campus Housing
The College opened North Campus Apartment units 3 and 4 to students two weeks ago, and is
addressing issues such as hot water and electricity as they arise. Because these buildings are new, problems are not unusual, according to Chief Business Officer Mark Kohlman. Units 5 and 7 are closed
for interior work during the winter, but are on schedule. Both will be available for the fall semester.
Construction on 13 new units will begin in the spring. The College will tear down the Bexley Apartments and the Wilson Apartments at the end of this semester after students move out, and more
North Campus-style units will take their place.
Gund Gallery
The Gund Gallery is up and running, and the maintenance department has just completed training on the mechanical systems. The College has not identified any design problems so far but will
continue to monitor everything , according to Lepley.

—Madeleine Thompson
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Student Lands Starring Role in Sundance Film
AUGUST STEIGMEYER

Miguel Alvarez-Flatow ’14
is rubbing elbows with the Hollywood elite this week following his acting debut in the Sundance film Keep the Lights On.
The movie, which Alvarez-Flatow spent four days filming last
summer, follows a relationship
between two men plagued by
drugs and addiction. His character, Igor, helps the two men
work through their problems.
Alvarez-Flatow (a.k.a. del Toro)
spoke with the Collegian about
his role, his experiences at the
Park City festival and his future
in acting.
The interview below was edited for clarity and length.
How did you land this role?
I was going to be an extra
in the movie, so I met with the
background casting director
and he gave me a page of the
script and told me to memorize
it and come back in five minutes
to do a read. I got a callback and
read for one of the most powerful casting directors in New
York. Then I had a meeting with
the producer, and that was it.
Tell us a little about the filming process.
During filming I was living
with my brother in New York,
and New York apartments are
so tiny, so I was living on an inflatable airbed. But when it was
time to film, a driver would
come pick me up. I was living
in this air bed and then had my
chauffeur picking me up.
I also remember after I shot
my first scene, I asked someone
if there was a Starbucks nearby
and five minutes later there was

Peirce Celebrates
Lunar New Year
JULIE FRANCE

COURTESY OF MIGUEL ALVAREZ-FLATOW

Miguel Alvarez-Flatow ’14 (fourth from left) at the Sundance premiere of Keep the Lights On.
a drink in my dressing room.
It was so weird. I would finish
a scene and they would bring a
chair and say, ‘‘Sit down,’’ and
I would say, ‘‘No, you sit down.
You’ve been here for 50 years
and I’m 20.’’ At first I was embarrassed, but then I was told its
just part of being an actor.
Have you ever done anything
like this before?
It was really my first experience, although I have done a lot
of background — like, I’m an
extra in Men in Black III — but
this is really the first time I’m
getting paid for a role.
What is the Sundance experience like?
I saw the Liberal Arts film
that was shot at Kenyon. It’s
actually a really good movie
and Josh Radnor’s really good
in it, and Elizabeth Olsen is really good, too. The script is really
about Kenyon and how wonderful it is. People will be shocked
when they see how he brought
it all together and shows how

Students

Camelia Milnes ’15

beautiful it is. I saw Josh Radnor
and I was invited backstage [to
meet him], but then he had to
go, which was unfortunate.
At the premiere of Keep the
Lights On, they were taking pictures everywhere and it was really exciting. I went to the after
party, which was nice, and I met
a lot of producers, a lot of directors. There are a lot of opportunities opening up; it all looks
promising. I got to meet one
director who was having dinner
with Ellen Page, so I got to talk
to her a little bit; that was pretty
cool.
Why did you choose Kenyon?
At first I thought I was going
to be an English major, so I was
looking for a really good writing
program and Kenyon’s name
popped up everywhere. Then
when I got to Kenyon I got involved with the theatre department and the film department,
and I really like them. Also, I really wanted to play soccer and I
got recruited at Kenyon, so it all

kind of came together.
What are your future plans?
I got agent offers from New
York and L.A. but they said that
they would only sign me if I was
living there, so I have to reevaluate what I’m going to do. I don’t
think I’ll drop out, but I might
transfer. At the same time, I have
such a nice comfortable life here;
I have a scholarship; I have so
many friends. Kenyon is such a
community. And I know [Keep
the Lights On director] Ira Sachs
told me, “If you don’t graduate
from college, you’ll never be in
another movie with me.” So I
might transfer. I don’t know. I
really have no idea right now.
Do you have any advice for
fellow students who want to
pursue an acting career?
Be confident. I will say that
you need to do your homework:
originally I was just going to be
an extra in the film, but I looked
up the film on IMDb and really
got to know it, and I think that
helped a lot.

AVI’s care for Kenyon students is often on display, from a
hearty Thanksgiving dinner to
finals week’s Midnight Breakfast, but the eve of the Chinese
New Year, this past Sunday, Jan.
22, surpassed all of these previous Peirce dinners.
Monday began the Year of
the Dragon, which, according
to Kevin Pan ’15, is important to
him because both of his parents
are Chinese. It’s a day where he
can be with his family and “fully
appreciate the beauty of the
Chinese celebrations.”
Amidst all the animals representative of the Chinese New
Year, Pan said the dragon is “the
only Zodiac year [whose] animal … does not exist.” Thus, the
Year of the Dragon is regarded
differently from the other years,
holding a more superstitious
meaning.
The dinner brought forth
the new, lucky year for the Kenyon community with a bang.
Or, should we say, with the clang
of a gong?
“It [was] really nice that
[AVI] had the celebration, because it’s a celebration that really
shouldn’t be taken for granted,”
said Susan Sun ’13 of Dalian,
China.
Though the red-tasseled
lanterns and paper dragons
were a feast for the eyes, the
real feast was the sizzling, fragrant Chinese food. The food
ranged from pork Pad Thai to

Michael Levine,
Mary Suydam, Professor
Professor of Psychology
of Religious Studies

Oren Weingrod ’14
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Buddha’s Delight, topped off
with pot stickers and miniature
spring rolls. Chopsticks were
even available to offer an authentic dining experience. The
dumplings, however, were the
highlight for Sun.
“I was happy to see that they
had dumplings, for dumplings
are the essential food for all
Chinese celebrations,” Sun said.
Many students even dressed
in colorful silk kimonos. Sitting
at a large table in Thomas Hall
with friends, Sandro Aravena
’14 pointed to his kimono top
and explained its meaning to
him.
“I got this as a birthday gift
from [Sun] when she went
to China over winter break,”
Aravena said. “She’s such a good
friend.”
The celebration was, indeed,
the perfect event to model the
kimono or mandarin collar top
you had been meaning to wear.
It was also a great way to
break up the monotony of winter, which was AVI’s goal, according to Damon Remillard,
Resident District Manager for
AVI Foodsystems. “[AVI] always budget[s] certain dollars
towards these events,” Remillard
said. Many think this is money
well spent, “because it gives
you, our guest, a chance to see
something different, something
out of the ordinary.”
And the Chinese New Year
feast was just that. Next Sunday,
Jan. 29, get ready for the followup: the Mexican fiesta.

Fac/Staff
Fac/Staff
Totals so far:
Students: 55
Faculty: 65

Gambier
Grillin’

Vs

What is the name of the mayor of
Mount Vernon?

I don’t want to do this
anymore.

Which state has a city named in
honor of Kenyon College?

I have no idea.

Richard Mavis

Dick Mavis

Richard Mavis

I don’t know.

Minnesota

New Hampshire

Other than Ohio?

Minnesota

What did Etta James die of ?

Singing too beautifully.

Cancer

Cancer

Cancer

Lung Cancer

Which U.S. Senator was recently
detained by the Transportation
Security Administration?

“We” don’t care about
senators — “we” care
about justice.

Olympia Snowe (R-Maine)

I don’t know.

Boy, I don’t know.

Rand Paul (R-Ky.)

Which word is currently up for
review by the American Psychiatric
Association, citing that it would
reduce the rate at which the
disorder is diagnosed?

(Answer rescinded for
cheating).

Autism

Autism

Autism

Autism

Total Correct

0

3

3

3

By Lauren Toole
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back from

abroad

Illustration by
Nick Anania

Wyn Evans ’13
Drama
Comedy Studies at Second City
Chicago, Ill.

Claire Greenfield ’13
Modern Languages and Literatures, Psychology
The Institute for International Education of Students
Nantes, France
Claire Greenfield spent her time abroad studying in Nantes, France. She traveled in and around the country to places like Prague and Paris, experiences
that defined her time abroad. “The traveling was stressful, confusing and
uncomfortable,” Greenfield said. “But at the end of the trip I felt like I could
really figure things out on my own.” She found the initial adjustment period
difficult, but quickly adapted to French culture after becoming more familiar
with conversing in French. Although she loved her time in France, Greenfield
is excited to be back at Kenyon. “I missed Kenyon a lot while I was there,”
she said. “Especially the sense of community that’s impossible to get in a big
city when you’re not living on a college campus.”

Wyn Evans studied through Second City in Chicago, where he took a semester of classes accredited through Columbia College. Now that he’s participated in the program, Evans is eligible to audition for the Conservatory
Program at Second City. Although he was “living and breathing comedy in
all forms,” Evans said the most important experience came from “working with a bunch of crazy people.” At the program’s end, students had two
weeks to prepare and showcase the sketches they had been working on all
semester. Evans felt one aspect of the program deserved special attention:
“Never in my life have I thought that bird masks would be so useful,” he
said. “They come in handy.”

Harry Glass ’13
Political Science
Council on International Education Exchange
Shanghai, China
Harry Glass studied language and modern Chinese history at the East China
Normal University under the instruction of an American expatriate who was
paid to leave his former university. The professor now works with the Chinese Communist Party. Many of the university’s Chinese students were there
to acquire degrees in education so they could teach in the United States.
Glass described the experience as amazing; at one point he watched a tiger
rip apart a goat in an exotic animal sanctuary. “[My] time abroad affected
[me] so much I want to go live there for a year and teach English,” he said.

Samantha Sheahan ’13
Drama, Psychology
International Human Rights Exchange
Johannesburg, South Africa

Herb Page ’13
Religious Studies, Public Policy Concentration
Institute for Study Abroad, Butler University
Mendoza, Argentina
Herb Page traveled to Mendoza, located on the western border of Argentina in the foothills of the Andes Mountains. Page left for Argentina in midJuly and returned three days before school started. His program lasted five
months, and he spent the last month traveling in and around the country.
While abroad, he stayed with a host family, which strengthened his proficiency in Spanish and enabled him to understand the inner workings of
Spanish culture. Page said one of his favorite aspects of Argentinean life was
the siesta in the middle of each day. “It kind of fosters a more relaxed style of
life,” he said.

Samantha Sheahan spent four and a half months in Johannesburg, studying
issues of human and international rights. She acclimated quickly to South
African culture, due in part to the fact that English is the country’s official
language. “I was in a city that I felt I had enough in common with people that
I could discuss the differences and still understand what the other was saying
about them,” Sheahan said. One of her most memorable experiences was
snorkeling off the coast of Mozambique and seeing a coral reef. Her smooth
transition in Johannesburg has been paralleled back at Kenyon, where she’s
glad to be back with her friends.

Raleigh Dierlam ’13
Political Science, Environmental Studies Concentration
Arcadia University
Auckland, New Zealand
Raleigh Dierlam studied in New Zealand from July to October and traveled
around the country until December. Her greatest trial was assimilating into the
vastly larger class sizes, which ranged from 100 to 300 students, and learning classroom information online. She took trips almost every weekend and
explored Australian and New Zealand culture through activities like skydiving,
bungee jumping and white water rafting. One of her favorite aspects of the
country was its low rates of crime and gun violence, since very few people
own guns. Also, New Zealand’s native people, the Mãori, are integrated into
society and even have their own party in Parliament. Something Dierlam
wasn’t expecting? Just how popular rugby is. “Rugby is bigger than religion,” she
said.
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More Credit for
Study Abroad

staff editorial

Despite the caliber of our academic programs and community atmosphere, there are lessons we can’t learn in the
small town of Gambier. We value books and professors,
but they are no substitute for global experiences such as living with a host family in China, seeing artistic masterpieces in Italy or witnessing firsthand how our own country’s
government functions in Washington, D.C. These opportunities undoubtedly enhance our education, but they are
simply impossible to find in Knox County.
Luckily, Kenyon offers enough off-campus
study programs to excite even the most ambitious
travelers. Students who have studied abroad call
their time away from Gambier one of the most
rewarding experiences of their college careers, if
not their lives. As a liberal arts college, Kenyon
should do everything it can to allow students access to the kind of well-rounded education that
they can often receive only through off-campus
study.
For the most part, Kenyon does a wonderful
job promoting off-campus opportunities, but
these programs are not without problems. While
students must make a case for the academic reasons behind any off-campus plans, few students study
abroad for the classes alone. Those who choose to leave Kenyon for a semester or even a year want to travel and see a
new part of the world, a choice that can often teach them
far more than any one semester’s course load at Kenyon.
The College, however, often inhibits students’ abilities
to study off campus with its failure to count off-campus
classes toward any course requirements. Even when departments agree to grant credit, the 3-semester-hour classes that commonly appear in study-abroad curriculums
translate to 0.375 credits at Kenyon, which mean little in
Kenyon’s 0.5-credit system. The College should acknowledge that off-campus study offers benefits beyond the 0.5
credits of an average Kenyon course and develop a system
that gives students some leeway with regards to the course
credit they receive. Students shouldn’t have to choose between a double major and a semester abroad, and we should
all have the valuable chance to learn and grow in new place
outside the comfortable setting of Gambier, Ohio.
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Peers Called to Tour Alpaca Farm

ANNIE SHESLOW
I really like animals. Not just
dogs, cats and guinea pigs — that’s
amateur stuff. I mean Steve Irwin, Jeff Corwin, Zaboomafoo,
River Monsters type stuff. Yeah,
I’m pretty extreme, but I don’t discriminate. I welcome both shining, fluffy golden retrievers and
gelatinous snot dumps, like the
blob fish, with open arms. (Okay,
maybe not that last one. Have you
googled “blob fish”? I do not recommend it.)
I am happy just to watch Cats
101 or The Dog Whisperer and
content to untie the leashes of dogs
outside MiddleGround in an attempt to lead them to my dorm. I
even enjoy petting Kenyon’s own
marmalade cat (you know, the

creepy orange one).
When I saw a poster on the
Post Office bulletin board, shining bright with possibility, everything changed. It boasted a rather
sleek alpaca and the words “Farm
Visit Day” in an assertive font reminiscent of the Star Wars opening
credits. Since that moment, I have
thought of little else. Every time
I ride the shuttle, my mission to
get to the alpaca farm is renewed
when I glimpse the exotic hoofed
beasts grazing in the soft, rolling
hills of Knox County. Gripping
my Walmart bag of pita chips and
color-in velvet art posters, I am always filled with anger that these
magnificent creatures are well
within our grasp — and yet we do
so little to grasp them.
There is a solution to this apathetic alpaca attitude: unity. If the
Kenyon community can gather
enough interest and willpower
to bring a petting zoo of faculty
dogs to Caples, I’m sure I could be
scratching an alpaca behind the
ears in less time than it takes for

the double chocolate-chip cookies
to run out in Peirce. All we need
is motivation, maybe some funding (I deem the donation bucket
“alpaCASH”) and a set of wheels.
I imagine it as a grassroots movement, emulating the tactics used
by the Jamaican bobsled team
in Cool Runnings to get enough
money to fly to Canada for the
Olympics. Except, fellow Kenyonites, the trip of my dreams is
not to the snow-peaked crests of
Calgary: it is 10 minutes outside
the Gambier village limits! And
let’s be honest: only transport to
the farm is required, because we
will all be riding the alpacas home
to campus.
If this trip is a success, I will
have the confidence to unleash my
next dream of animal appreciation. This second trip will require
a little more stamina and money,
but the reward will be oh-so-sweet.
This journey is one surrounded by
the misty clouds of fate. It is an expedition to a utopia so grand that
the stars themselves have given us

a foreshadowing premonition in
the form of a monkey in the jaws
of a runaway wolf. Yes, I am speaking of the Zanesville exotic animal
parade (of the suicidal-zoo-keeperopen-cages variety), because I feel
the universe is telling us to pounce
on those emails offering a free trip
to the Columbus Zoo.
The Columbus Zoo is not
merely an animal commune,
where unemployed yaks laze away
on government money, refusing
to cut their hair. No, a trip to the
zoo stands for the core American
values we seem to be forgetting
this election season: the right to an
overpriced T-shirt with a cartoon
lion, the freedom to watch someone’s sticky children pound on
the glass until a mildly depressed
Komodo dragon rolls over and
the liberty to feel everything from
the smooth backs of sting rays in
the “please touch” section to that
hunk of man in the khakis and
headset giving a tour. That’s the
two-fingered touch, everyone.
Please be gentle.

DKE Alum Praises Brothers for Holiday Charity
Three cheers for the Delta Kappa Epsilon fraternity and its successful effort to organize the Shawn Kelly holiday benefit for local
Head Start children (“Children Celebrate with DKEs,” Dec. 8, 2011). Shawn Kelly was a DKE who died tragically while sailing after
his first year at Kenyon. To honor his memory, every winter after his death in 1990, DKE has hosted a holiday party for underprivileged local children. As president of the DKE Alumni Association, I applaud them for their service and effort to bring holiday cheer
to all deserving children in Knox County. Kenyon DKEs value the community that provides us a home during our college years, and
I believe they perform a small but valuable service in building that community and helping families during the holidays.
Our community is stronger when we stand together. The Wiggin Street Elementary School tutors, Off-Campus Applied Programs in Psychology mentors and other student volunteers do a creditable, yet sometimes unrecognized, job of bolstering early childhood education programs and services locally. I encourage all Kenyon community members to consider ways to increase Kenyon’s
contribution to the education of Knox County school children — a worthy cause not just for the holidays, but all year round.
— Ted Eismeier ’08
President, Lambda DKE Alumni Association
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By Holly Anderson
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Two Drink Minimum Gets Maximum Laughs
MOLLY BONDY
Christopher Walken may
not be a regular in Peirce Pub,
but thanks to the stand-up
comedy of Two Drink Minimum, Miles Purinton ’12 was
able to bring a nearly perfect
impression of the celebrity
to Kenyon. The troupe of 11
performed a night of stand up
last Satuday, Jan. 21. The combination of a highly receptive
crowd and impressively funny
jokes made for a night of raucous laughter.
Two Drink Minimum
stayed under the radar for most
of the year, but in early second
semester they came out with a
bang. This year’s performance,
much like last year’s, featured
many faces from the class of
2014. I was again surprised by
the comedic talent showcased
in the performance. Stand-up
requires good timing, relevant
material and innovation — in
other words, it can be hard to
pull off. The atmosphere in
the crowd before the performance began was slightly hesitant, but as soon as the opener,

a band called Dueling Melodicas, took the stage, uncertainty
diffused into earnest laughter.
Dueling Melodicas is not a
part of Two Drink Minimum,
but it was still a fitting opening act. The band had a bit of
a YouTube feel to it, but the
silliness of both the musicians
and the music itself allowed
them to surpass many Internet
performers. In particular, the
use of melodicas themselves,
an instrument often used in
impromptu indie band performances, provided funny
commentary on the seriousness with which such musicians view themselves, even as
they blow away on tiny pianos.
Tristan Neviska ’14, who emulated a jazz saxophonist during
his solos, was especially comedic.
With the audience warmed
up and ready to laugh, emcee
Kaylyn Talkington ’14 kicked
off the Two Drink Minimum
portion of the night. Admittedly, I was a little confused
by her first joke about, what I
could gather, an emu. However, she then told stories about

her loud mother and the dingleberry her dog had recently
suffered. More of the audience
than might admit it related to
her love for her newly acquired
single, which allows her to fart
freely and sleep naked. Talkington definitely helped the
acts to transition smoothly
from one to the next.
As the other comedians
took the spotlight, one of the
best parts of each act was the
supportive audience. Even
when jokes went south or Two
Drinkers messed up their acts,
the members of the crowd continued to cheer for their peers
or laugh extra hard at another,
funnier joke. Such receptiveness helped everyone to loosen
up and enjoy the event.
One of the highlights of
the evening was Purinton’s
routine. After opening with
his Walken impression, Purinton knew exactly how to
please the crowd. Practically
his entire set was relatable in
some way or another. His stories about working as a camp
counselor were both sweet
and totally imaginable, espe-
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Allie Lembo ’14 got a rise from the crowd at Saturday’s Two Drink Minimum show, performing with other Kenyon comedians to make the night a laugh-filled success for the group.
cially the young boys believing
in an Old Man Jenkins who
stole things from the camp.
Additionally, his joke about
how Chipotle piles the entire
world into a single burrito was
timely, considering the recent
opening of Chipotle in Mount

Thesis Features Strong Female Leads
LAUREN KATZ
The Hill Theater has
seen, in this year alone,
a sinister office comedy,
the run-down bedroom of
two immigrants and the
chilling conclusion of an
uncontrollable gambling
addiction. This weekend,
it will play host to an examination of academia
and female friendship in
Collected Stories, the senior thesis of Rachel Sachnoff ’12 and Caroline
Lindy ’12, directed by
Alyssa White ’12. The
show will take the stage
on Thursday, Jan. 26 and
Saturday, Jan. 28.
Collected Stories, written by Donald Margulies,
follows the story of a Jewish writer and professor
named Ruth Steiner and
her student Lisa Morrison. Their relationship
starts out as one between
teacher and star-struck
student from different
backgrounds.
As they grow closer to
each other over six years,
the audience sees them
blossom into mentor and
mentee, until finally, they
develop a strong friendship as they begin to work
together. The play deals
with conf licts of ownership and loyalty that will
keep audience members at
the edge of their seats.
“This play allows the
audience to get emotionally invested in each character’s story and go on a

journey with them as they
grow through the years,”
said Lindy, who plays Lisa
Morrison.
Sachnoff and Lindy
chose Collected Stories because they wanted a play
they could perform together that also featured
strong female characters.
“One of the best parts
about this play is that
you can really see … each
woman’s story as it unfolds,” said Sachnoff, who
plays Ruth Steiner. “You
can root for both characters.”
“We wanted something that would challenge us as actors,” Lindy
said.
The drama senior thesis is meant to push the
actors in new ways and
force them to utilize the
knowledge they have
gained in the past three
and a half years.
“We have taken the
courses and had the experiences that would prepare us for this, but there
is a lot of work going into
it that I didn’t foresee and
a lot of discoveries in the
making that I couldn’t
have predicted,” Sachnoff
said. “I feel like I am
learning a lot from it, but
I also think it is a great
way to showcase what we
have learned.”
Sachnoff and Lindy are
no strangers to the stage.
Though they have performed in many productions, “each play is always
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Vernon. Purinton is definitely
a good leader and role model;
all the comedians were in top
form.
Before coming to Kenyon,
I may not have been the type
to attend a stand-up show,
but after two years of hilari-

ous nights, I will at least attend
Two Drink Minimum for the
rest of my time here. As I said
in my last review, even though
there were some beer drinkers
in the back, you definitely do
not need two drinks to enjoy
Two Drink Minimum.

K enyon Film Society
FILM SHOWINGS THIS SEMESTER
Greetings, everyone — as you all know, the Kenyon Film Society screens films every Friday and Saturday of the semester at
7:30 p.m. Our screenings don’t start until next weekend, but we
thought we’d give you all a full listing of the semester’s schedule.
As you can see, there are some fun weeks coming up. We have
a week of Shakespeare films followed by a week of films loosely
based on Shakespeare. We have a week of movies about killing
people followed by a week of movies about dead people — or,
in the case of Zombieland, a movie about people killing dead
people. We will be screening two of the nominees for Best Picture the weekend before the Oscars (so that you can be justifiably
happy/outraged at the results of the awards and win the coveted
Gund Commons Oscar pool). Lastly, and most importantly …
yes. The rumors are true. We are screening Mean Girls. You’re
welcome, Kenyon.
And remember to look in the Collegian every week for summaries of all these wonderful films.

SARAH COHEN-SMITH

Rachel Sachnoff ’12 and Caroline Lindy ’12 met the challenge of playing a teacher and a student in their senior thesis.
a challenge because it’s a
new story,” White said.
“Even if you feel comfortable acting or directing
each time, you have new
challenges because you
have new characters.”
Unlike other plays,
however, where resources
are limited and getting a
part is left to chance, Lindy and Sachnoff shared
the new experience of “total creative control.”
Collected Stories delves
into a theme that all of
us are familiar with: the
teacher/student relationship. “It will be interesting, as a student, to see a
professor as a person in a
play and see her portrayed

by a peer,” White said.
Students can also take
away a stronger message.
Not only can they learn
about the real life of a professor, but they also “get
an interesting look at the
student growing up and
how to assert your artistic
voice,” White said. While
watching Lisa Morrison’s
character mature over the
years, audience members
will learn about themselves and question their
own choices.
“With this show, you
get a great story that deals
with the ideas of ownership,” White said. “What
do you value more? Your
career or your social life?”

Documentary Week:
Feb. 3 Enron: The Smartest Guys in the Room
Feb. 4 Man on Wire
Shakespeare Week:
Feb. 10 Hamlet (the Olivier version)
Feb. 11 Henry V (the Branagh version)
“Shakespeare” Week:
Feb. 17 10 Things I Hate About You
Feb. 18 Scotland, PA
Oscar Week:
Feb. 25 The Artist
Feb. 26 Moneyball
Killing People Week:
March 23 Zodiac
March 24 Strangers on a Train
Dead People Week:
March 30 The Nightmare Before Christmas
March 31 Zombieland
Con Man Week:
April 6 The Town
April 7 The Talented Mr. Ripley
High School Week:
April 13 Mean Girls
April 14 Fast Times at Ridgemont High
News Week:
April 20 Network
April 21 Shattered Glass

— Miles Purinton ’12
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Angela Waite Showcases Best of Kenyon Muscians
PAIGE SHERMIS

From guitars to harps
and pianos to voices, the
dulcet tones of Kenyon
College’s premiere student
musicians graced Brandi
Recital Hall last Saturday, Jan. 21 for the Angela
Waite Recital.
The twice-annual recitals, always held in Brandi
Hall, feature roughly 10
musicians selected for their
outstanding performances
during the music department juries at the end of
each semester. The College
created the series in 2000,
when alumnus Charles P.
Waite ’77 donated funds to
the music department in his
wife’s name, as an anniversary present.
This semester, the lightning-paced concert featured seven instrumentalists and vocalists from all
class years.
Jaime Cohen ’15 kicked
off the recital with a poised
yet boisterous rendition of
Franz Schubert’s “Sonata in
A Major” for piano.
With its dramatic shifts
between the major and minor keys, this complicated
piece set the tone for the
rest of the event, one of expert musical ability coupled
with seeming effortlessness.

Cohen’s graceful performance preceded a melodious turn by Danielle Smith
’12, who sang “Deh vieni
non tardar” from Wolfgang
Amadeus Mozart’s opera Le
Nozze di Figaro.
Clad in bright red heels,
Smith was vibrant and confident, and the aria soared.
Lucas Weiss accompanied
Smith on piano.
Smith’s work on this
piece is not quite over, however. “Though it is a relief
that I am done for now, I’m
a music minor and am doing a recital later this semester, singing this piece
again,” she said.
The delicate classicism
of the first two performances was replaced by dusky
jazz with Emma Munger’s
’14 performance of Kenny Dorham’s guitar piece
“Blue Bossa.” On an appropriately blue electric guitar,
Munger, who has been playing electric guitar for six
years, coolly finger-picked
her way through the moody,
sweet jazz piece, written in
the 1960s. Instructor Josh
Hill accompanied her on a
second guitar.
“I learned a bunch of
jazz standards with various
teachers and played, and
improvised, on all of them.
This one was my favorite,”

Munger said, describing her
rationale for selecting “Blue
Bossa.”
Myra Eckenhoff ’13 followed Munger on piano,
playing Maurice Ravel’s
“Jeux d’eau.” Translated
from French into “Water
Games,” the fluidity of the
piece makes the name all
the more appropriate. Eckenhoff ’s dexterous, swiftlylaced performance was mesmerizing.
“I learned and practiced
this piece for two to three
hours a day for the whole
fall semester. Although
the piece is challenging, I
chose it because I really like
romantic, impressionistic
works,” Eckenhoff said.
Rosalyn Aquila ’14 next
sang an animated, confident rendition of the Broadway staple “Not for the Life
of Me” from the musical
Thoroughly Modern Millie.
Accompanied by Adjunct
Instructor of Piano Patricia Pelfrey on piano, Aquila’s performance provided
a lively modern contrast to
the other, predominantly
classical performances.
The end of the Angela
Waite Recital was marked
by two divergent, distinct
musical pieces by Russian
master composer Sergei
Prokofiev.
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Sarah Baldessari ’15 performs Prokoviev’s “Prelude in C, Op. 12, No. 7” on the harp. Baldessari was one of seven performers featured in the latest Angela Waite Recital.
Sarah Baldessari ’15 first
performed Prokoviev’s rollicking “Prelude in C, Op.
12, No. 7” on the harp.
The expert rendition
was seamless — even as
Baldessari
maneuvered
the complex harmony and
melody with both hands,
the dreamlike, dainty song
seemed naturally and easily
played. The beauty of her
harp, tan and carved with a
floral motif, was also noteworthy.

Xiao “Susan” Sun ’13
closed the show with an exceptionally passionate rendering of Prokofiev’s “Piano Sonata No. 2, Fourth
Movement.”
The anxious, eager piece
required the pianist to skip
her hands up and down and
across the instrument with
near-inhuman speed, and
Sun’s focused performance
succeeded without a hitch.
Her expressive and ambitious piece capped the re-

cital perfectly.
Overall, the Angela
Waite Recital unquestionably exceeded its goal of giving Kenyon a brief yet brilliant taste of what the music
department has to offer.
“It’s a nice opportunity
to have a recital for all of
the different types of musicians at Kenyon, especially
for people who are only
somewhat acquainted with
the music program here,”
Smith said.

Thesis to ‘Waltz’ Into Hill Theater Over Weekend
KATHERINE BAKER
The farcical meets the deadly
serious in The Baltimore Waltz,
the senior thesis show of director
Sophie Blumberg ’12 and actors
Aeneas Hemphill ’12 and Robyn
Rae Stype ’12.
The Baltimore Waltz portrays
the relationship between siblings Carl (Hemphill) and Anna
(Stype) as the two face the reality of Anna’s diagnosis with Acquired Toilet Disease, or ATD.
A satirical take on the AIDS epidemic, ATD seems only to affect
young, unmarried schoolteachers.
With a limited time for Anna to
live, the two embark on a longdreamed of whirlwind tour of Europe.
The absurdity of the premise
only highlights the emotional
depths and situations into which
Anna and Carl plunge as they attempt to cram a lifetime’s worth
of experiences into a final month
together.
This is not to say that the siblings get along easily.
“A lot of the action of the play
is the push-pull between the siblings,” Hemphill said.
“Anna and her brother interpret this trip very differently,”
Blumberg said. “Carl goes to museums and historical sites and
goes sightseeing. Anna eats really
good food and sleeps around. She
goes for the much more visceral,

KIRKLAND KAYE

Aeneas Hemphill ’12 (Carl) and Robyn Rae Stype ’12 (Anna) play siblings who embark on a bucket-list trip to
Europe after Anna is diagnosed with a terminal disease by her doctor, Tim Jurney ’15.
physical experience, whereas Carl
goes for the intellectual.”
Throughout the drama of the
play, the Third Man character,
reminiscent of the film noir era,
remains consistent. Played by
Tim Jurney ’15, the Third Man
plays every other role in the show,
from the doctor who diagnoses
Anna with ATD to Carl’s old college friend.
“[Jurney] plays something like
15 characters,” Blumberg said.
“He’s doing a great job. It’s a really challenging part, and he’s tak-

ing it by the horns.”
Blumberg’s challenge in directing Waltz was managing the
complexities of these characters.
“It is a very stylized, compact
play,” Blumberg said. “My goal
was to create an ensemble more
than three individual actors, because they needed to be so in tune
with each other. I wanted them to
function as a group.”
The farcical action of the play
also required a unique style of directing.
“Approaching the absurd

from a very grounded way and
approaching the grounded from
an absurd perspective is the approach I took with it,” Blumberg
said regarding her directing style
for the production. “It has very
dark emotional things going on
under the surface, but most of the
tone of the play is very light and
satirical and farcical. We did a lot
of work playing with that balance
in rehearsal.”
The underlying reality of the
AIDS epidemic behind Anna’s
ATD has roots in the playwright’s

own history. Paula Vogel wrote
The Baltimore Waltz in 1987 as
her brother, Carl, was dying of
AIDS. Her brother passed away
before the siblings could complete their own long-anticipated
tour of Europe.
“[The play] is very much her
eulogy to Carl,” Blumberg said.
Despite these heavy elements,
Blumberg emphasized that the
play will make the audience laugh.
“[The humor of the show] is all
based in truth,” Hemphill said.
“The things that are really funny,
the jokes that people connect to,
are the ones based in truth.”
Blumberg, Hemphill and
Stype all gave tribute to their design team for their work in creating Carl and Anna’s world.
“Our design team has gone
above and beyond for this,” Blumberg said. “The world of this play
is very theatrical and abstract and
absurd. I gave them a challenge at
the beginning, telling them to go
as far as they wanted with this. I
gave them a lot of room to play as
designers, which you don’t always
get as a student.”
“This whole adventure takes
flight from one room,” Stype
said. “A lot of it is created through
sound and lighting. The technical
team painted this world for us.”
The Baltimore Waltz goes up
in at the Hill Theater on Friday,
Jan. 27 and Sunday, Jan. 29 at
8:00 p.m.
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Lords Basketball Falls to No. 16 Wabash College
RICHARD PERA
A sluggish start doomed
the Kenyon men’s basketball
team (8-9, 2-6 North Coast
Athletic Conference) against
conference foe Wabash College (14-3, 6-2) this past weekend. The 16th-ranked Little
Giants cruised to an 83-59
victory in front of over 900 of
their fans on Jan. 21 in Crawfordsville, Ind.
The Lords converted only
six of 25 field goal attempts,
scoring 19 points in the first
half. Despite Kenyon’s 40
points in the second half, the
Little Giants clinched their
14th win of the season.
“We got ourselves into a
hole and got behind too early
in the game,” Head Coach
Dan Priest said. “We hung in
there during the second half,
but it was too big of a deficit to
come back from.”
Despite the offense’s ineptitude in the first half, Priest was
pleased with the team’s resilience after halftime. He praised
the efforts of Brian Lebowitz
’14 and Ikenna Nwadibia ’14,
who clocked a combined total
of 50 minutes and accounted
for 30 of Kenyon’s 59 points.
Both players rank in the top
10 in the conference in scoring
and rebounding.

“They are constantly playing against older guys, [which
makes] it pretty tough both
mentally and physically,” Priest
said. “They’ve improved a lot
from their [first] year.”
Kenyon has lost three of
its last four games, but despite
the recent defeats, the Lords
are one game shy of an even
record. The absence of the student body over winter break
dampened excitement, which
contributed to mediocre performances, according to Priest.
“We had three home games
when all the students were [on]
break, so that was hard,” he
said. “There wasn’t very much
energy.”
Most of this season’s difficulties can be categorized as
growing pains. The Lords are
one of the youngest teams in
NCAA Division III men’s college basketball, with just one
senior and one junior amidst
nine first years and four sophomores. Nevertheless, Priest
is proud of his team’s performance this season.
“I like how we’ve progressed and improved,” Priest
said. “Particularly with a
young team, you have to have
resiliency, toughness and perseverance in order to avoid
getting in trouble. We’ve done
that.”
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The Lords enjoyed a four-game winning streak over winter break, but have lost three of their past four games. They are scheduled to take on the Allegheny College Gators this Saturday, Jan. 28 at 3:00 p.m. in Tomsich Arena.
Up next for the Lords is a
short trip to the neighboring
College of Wooster (14-3, 5-3),
which defeated Kenyon earlier
this season in Gambier, 84-68.
The Lords will face consecutively ranked opponents for
the first time this season, as the
Fighting Scots are ranked 24th

nationally.
“The good and bad thing
about our league is that you
get to play really good teams
consistently,” Priest said. “Our
guys like the challenge, but
we’ve got to put Saturday’s loss
behind us.”
A five-game win streak

over winter break culminated
in a three-point victory over
archrival Denison University
on Jan. 7. The streak was Kenyon’s longest since the 19941995 season 17 years ago.
Priest sees the recent success
as a sign of improvement for a
program that has struggled in

Ladies Swimming and Diving Readies for March
MEREDITH BENTSEN
Led by their seniors, the Ladies swimming and diving team
split up this weekend to compete
in three separate meets in Ohio
and Michigan.
The team divided on Friday,
Jan. 20, with some swimmers
heading to the two-day Oakland University Quad meet in
Rochester, Mich., where they
took third. The rest of the team
first defeated the Ohio Northern University Polar Bears in a
home meet on Friday and then
took first place in the five-team
Ohio Wesleyan University meet
on Saturday.
The team was divided, the results were a group effort, according to Alisa Vereshchagin ’12
“Although the team was
competing at … separate meets
this weekend, we all performed
with the end of the season —
Conference and Nationals — in
mind,” she said. “As we approach
those meets, we trust that the
training we have put in will allow us to be successful.”
The first group of Ladies was
victorious in all its events against
the Ohio Northern University
Polar Bears. Vereshchagin, who
was named the North Coast
Athletic Conference’s female
swimmer of the week and CollegeSwimming.com’s
Councilman Hunsaker national
swimmer of the week, boasted
three of the Ladies’ event wins.

The Ladies’ split squad had successful meets this weekend.
Vereshchagin topped the scoreboard in the 200-yard individual
medley with a time of 2:09.63.
She also finished first in the 100yard breaststroke with a time of
1:06.56 and swam with the victorious 200-yard medley relay
team.
Fellow senior swimmers
Meghan Quinn ’12, Kellyn
Caldwell ’12, Kelly Wahl ’12
and Dominique Chevalier ’12
also helped the Ladies place first.
Quinn topped the scoreboard in
the 50-yard freestyle (24.45) and
swam with Vereshchagin in the
200-yard medley relay. Caldwell

and Wahl swam with Quinn in
the 200-yard free relay but also
swam successfully individually.
Chevalier was victorious in the
500-yard freestyle with a time of
5:14.37.
Jourdan Cline ’15 and Hannah Cooper ’15 also contributed
to the victory. Cline swam for
the winning relay teams, while
Cooper swam for the 200-medley squad and topped the scoreboard in the 100-yard butterfly.
The same group took first
place at the five-team Ohio Wesleyan University Invitational,
winning 13 swimming events.
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Much of the victory is credited
to the 200-yard medley relay
and 800-yard freestyle relay.
Vereshchagin, Quinn, Cooper
and Cline composed the winning relay teams. Vereshchagin
and Cline also boasted first-place
wins in the 100- and 200-yard
breastroke and the 200-yard
freestyle and 100-yard butterfly,
respectively. Cooper successfully
topped the scoreboard in the
100- and 200-yard backstrokes,
while Quinn rounded out the
event with a win in the 100-yard
freestyle, also tying for first place
in the 50-yard freestyle.

Chevalier and Dru Selden
’14 swept the distance events.
Chevalier won the 1000-yard
freestyle and the 400-yard individual medley, while Selden was
victorious in the 500-yard freestyle.
In Rochester, Mich., the rest
of the Ladies finished third in
the two-day Oakland University
Quad meet. The Ladies finished
with 290 points, behind the
University of Cincinnati (563
points) and the host Oakland
University (625 points). Three
swimmers claimed top-five finishes: Hillary Yarosh ’14, Anna
Connolly ’13 and Hannah Saiz
’13. Syd Lindblom ’14 placed
third in the 500-yard freestyle,
while Rachel Flinn ’14 and Nikki Kett ’12 placed fourth in the
100-yard backstroke and 100yard breastroke, respectively. The
duo also swam on the Ladies’
200-yard medley relay team.
Head Coach Jessen Book
was positive about the full weekend, but also saw it as a learning
experience.
“As the season rolls on, we
want to strive to be better in our
later meets, with better overall
details,” Book said. “This weekend, we were better, and we took
additional steps towards the end
that wxe now have in sight.”
The Ladies are scheduled to
take on fellow NCAC member
Wittenberg University this Saturday, Jan. 28 at 1:00 p.m. at the
Kenyon Aquatic Center.

recent decades.
“I think we’re going in the
right direction,” Priest said.
“We have a big [first-year] class,
but good leadership along with
it. We like where we are.”
Unfortunately, the Lords
fell to the Fighting Scots 7868.

Coach:
New Hire
continued from page 1

and focus on the upcoming
season. “As coaching staff,
we really have to push them
in the right direction,” Monfiletto said. All members of
the team are expected to take
on new responsibilities to
ensure full preparation for
whatever comes their way in
the future.
The Lords will also utilize a new weight-lifting
program to invigorate the
team. “[Monfiletto] has got
a lot of really good ieas,”
said William Brackett ’14,
an offensive linesman. “A
lot of responsibility [is] on
the players to do the right
things.”
The Lords are ready to let
their new coach lead the way.
“He’s moving us in the right
direction. There is definitely
going to be a change in the
overall demeanor,” said Stuart Brown ’14, a defensive
back.
With a new attitude, renewed spirit and the motivation to succeed, the Kenyon
football team is looking toward a brighter future. “It’s
neat to be part of an environment where everyone wants
each other to be successful,”
Monfiletto said. “I’m very
lucky to have this opportunity.”
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Ladies Basketball Loses to Denison
ROB WENNEMER
With the nation’s top threepoint shooter sporting purple
and white, the Kenyon Ladies
tamed the Wittenberg University Tigers. Led by Maureen
Hirt ’14, the women’s basketball team defeated Wittenberg
on Wednesday, Jan. 18 by a
blowout score of 74-51. The Ladies’ luck ran out on Saturday,
Jan. 21, however, as the Denison University Big Red utilized
home-court advantage to pull
out a 63-61 victory.
Hirt took sole possession of
the NCAA Division III record
for three-point field goals per
game over the course of the victory, elevating her season average to 3.7 against a floundering
Wittenberg defense.
Hirt’s teammates rallied
around her strong plays to put
forth one of the most complete
team efforts of the season, according to Head Coach Suzanne Helfant.
“I thought the Wittenberg
game was some of our best basketball all year,” Helfant said.
“In the first half we played
amazing at both ends of the
court, and that effort carried
over into the second half, as
well.”
Hirt ended the game with
30 points and four assists. She
made seven of eight shots from
beyond the arc, accounting for
an 87.5 three-point percentage.
Kayla Ernst ’13 finished
second on the court in scoring,
providing 21 points for the La-

dies. She also hauled in four rebounds.
“Wittenberg is a better team
than they played on Wednesday,” Ernst said. “We were expecting more of a battle with
them, but they could not shut us
down offensively.”
During Saturday’s game
against Denison, however, Kenyon could not get into a groove
for the first 20 minutes of play,
making just 29.6 percent of its
field goals. The poor shooting
led to an 11-point deficit for the
Ladies as they headed into the
locker room for halftime.
“We dug ourselves into a
hole in the first half by allowing them to get open looks and
offensive rebounds,” Hirt said.
“There is always a strong rivalry
between us, so we knew coming
into the game that they were going to be physical and scrappy.”
The Ladies would not quit
in the second half, however. A
pair of consecutive three-pointers by Maggie Boelter ’14 spearheaded a 19-8 run and 53-52
lead for Kenyon with just under
seven minutes left in the game.
“We definitely surged back
in the second half,” Hirt said.
“Boelter played a huge part in
the comeback.”
Turnovers and another
stretch of missed opportunities
ultimately did the Ladies in. A
three-point attempt by Morgan
Korinek ’12 was Kenyon’s last
chance at salvaging a win, but
the long shot failed to drop as
time expired.
The conference loss brought

Sunny
40° / 28°
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Kenyon’s overall record to 13-5
for the season and 6-3 within
the North Coast Athletic Conference.
After a much-needed off
day on Wednesday, the Ladies
have a chance to get back on
track this Saturday, Jan. 28 in
an NCAC match-up with Al-

legheny College at 1:00 p.m. in
Tomsich Arena.
“Allegheny is a huge game
because they are in second place
in the conference and we stand
in third,” Helfant said. “It will
be a good challenge for us, and
I think it is going to be a really
great game.”

Mostly Cloudy
39° / 22°

Flurries/Wind
29° / 18°

Indoor Track
Finishes Third
KEVIN PAN

The Ladies basketball team has had a successful season so
far, despite losing to Denison University this past weekend.

Upcoming Weather
Sunday

SPORTS

Saturday

Lords Basketball
Saturday, Jan. 28 at 3:00 p.m.
Tomsich Arena
Kenyon vs. Allegheny College

Illustrations by Nick Anania

Friday

Swimming
Saturday, Jan. 28, at 1:00 p.m.
Kenyon Aquatic Center
Kenyon vs. Wittenberg University

the

Kenyon Collegian

Earning seven of the Lords’
12 points between them, Patrick Meyers ’12 and Willy Friedlander ’14 helped the Lords earn
third place at last weekend’s
Ohio Wesleyan University
Triangular Meet in Delaware,
Ohio. Opponents Ohio Wesleyan and Muskingum University took first and second place,
respectively.
Meyers placed second in
the one-mile run with a time
of 4:27.90, and Friedlander
finished closely behind him
in fourth place with a time of
4:31.99. The two also joined Bob
Wolf ’12 and Noah Winters ’15
in the 4x400 relay team, which
came in second with a time of
3:33.82. Another stand-out for
the Lords was Neil Campbell
’14, who finished solidly in third
place with a time of 9:29.80 in
the 3000-meter run.
Friedlander said the meet
gave the Lords a strong beginning to the new season. “The
team is looking incredibly promising this year,” he said. “We were
off to a really good start with the
results from the first invite.”
Friedlander is also optimistic that the team can improve
last year’s fifth place finish at the
North Coast Athletic Conference Championship.
“Returning members have
showed remarkable improvement, and we have a great group
of [first years],” he said. “The

team was very strong last year,
and I think [in] this season we
will see a continuation of that
strength. You can expect many
school records to be broken this
year by both the Lords and the
Ladies.”
The Lords’ next meet is
Saturday, Jan. 28, at the College of Wooster Quad Meet in
Wooster, Ohio.
The Ladies also had a thirdplace finish at the Ohio Wesleyan Triangular Meet, after
host Ohio Wesleyan and Muskingum. Jenna Willett ’14 and
Kirkley Doyle ’13 dominated
for the Ladies in the mile run,
placing in first and second with
times of 5:10.41 and 5:10.66, respectively. The 4x400 relay team
of Willet, Doyle, Tory Bruch ’14
and Cary Watts ’12 also took
first place.
Team captain Beth Dahlburg ’12 expressed her excitement for the season after the Ladies’ showing at Ohio Wesleyan.
“This should be one of the best
seasons so far because we have
two girls ranked nationally, so
we are really excited,” she said.
The team is aiming for a
strong finish this year after a
solid fourth-place finish last year
at the NCAC championship.
Newcomer Maddy McGrady
’15 is optimistic about their
chances.
“We came out strong in the
first meet, and I expect we will
only get better with time,” she
said.

Lords Swimming Divides, Conquers to Start Semester
BRETT WILLIAMS
Usually, when a team splits into two
camps, a coach creates vastly different units:
a stronger “A” team and a weaker “B” team.
For their three meets last weekend, however,
Head Coach Jim Steen separated the Lords
differently.
“The teams were not split strictly on A-B
lines,” Steen said, “but more to accommodate
each swimmer in his or her championship
events, allowing each individual to compete
seriously for points and placing.”
The strategy paid off, as the Lords won two
meets and placed second in the third.
Half of the Lords traveled to Oakland
University in Rochester, Mich. on Friday for
a two-day quad meet against Oakland, the
University of Cincinnati and Ashland University. After day one, the Lords secured a solid second-place spot with 223.5 points, trailing only host Oakland, which racked up 377
points.
Zachary Turk ’12 and Joey Pysnik ’12 both
had big first days for the Lords. Turk played a
role in two first-place finishes and one thirdplace finish. He won the 50-yard freestyle and

was a member of the winning 400-yard freestyle relay team, along with Ian Richardson
’14, Ian Stewart-Bates ’13 and David Somers
’13. His third-place finish came in the first race
of the meet, the 400-yard medley relay, along
with teammates Nick Charriez ’13, Lars Matkin ’12 and Kevin Magee ’15. Pysnik achieved
no first-place finishes, but he was consistently
among the top five finishers whenever he got
in the pool. His best race was his second-place
finish for the 200-yard butterfly. He also
placed fourth in the 200-yard backstroke and
fifth in the 1000-yard freestyle.
Day two of the Oakland Quad displayed
the Lords’ dominance in sprint events, specifically the 100-yard freestyle. The Lords took
the top four spots, with Stewart-Bates leading
the way. His first-place finish was followed by
Somers in second, Turk in third and Richardson in fourth. The Lords sprinters also won
the 200-yard freestyle relay with a team of
Somers, Turk, Jimmy Chapman ’13 and Matkin.
At the meet’s end, the Lords held on to
their second-place spot with 456.5 points.
Oakland won with 673, with the University
of Cincinnati in third and Ashland in fourth.

Meanwhile, the other half of the Lords
competed in two meets over two days. Kenyon
hosted Ohio Northern University for a dual
meet on Friday, Jan. 20. Despite ONU’s best
efforts, the Lords edged them out 133-110.
Curtis Ramsey ’13 played a large role in the
Lords’ success, posting three first-place finishes. He won the 50- and 100-yard freestyles
and was a member of the Lords’ winning 200yard freestyle team, along with Blake Preston
’12, Wes Manz ’15 and Frank Brown ’14. Other first-place finishers included Jon Rooker ’13
in the 100-yard backstroke, Colton Spark ’15
in the 200-yard individual medley and Andrew Chevalier ’14 in the 200-yard freestyle.
On Saturday, Jan. 21, the Lords christened
Ohio Wesleyan University’s new pool with
their second victory of the weekend at the
OWU Invitational. In a five-team field, the
Lords dominated with 583 points, almost 300
more points than OWU’s second-place finish,
and won all but three of the meet’s swimming
events.
Ramsey again led the day, finishing first
in four events. He won the 50- and 200-yard
freestyles, the 100-yard butterfly and swam
a leg in the winning 200-yard medley relay.

Joining Ramsey with multiple wins were Preston (200-yard medley relay, 100 and 500-yard
freestyles), Rooker (200-yard medley relay and
100-yard backstroke) and Chevalier (1000yard freestyle, 200-yard backstroke and 400yard individual relay).
Ramsey received numerous awards after
his successful weekend. The NCAC named
him Swimmer of the Week on Monday, Jan.
23. The next day, he was honored further on
the national level with CollegeSwimming.
com’s Counsilman-Hunsaker Division III
Swimmer of the Week.
The Lords look to use this big first weekend of the semester as a starting point for their
postseason goal of conference and national
championships.
“In Kenyon swimming history, this is a
make-it or break-it year,” Stewart-Bates said.
“This could really set us up for being competitive in the coming years. You’re going to see a
lot of really fueled-up people come conference
time.”
The Lords will take the next step on their
journey to the postseason next weekend when
they reunite the team to host Wittenberg
University on Saturday, Jan. 28 at 1:00 p.m.

